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TRICAT, Inc.  

Regenerated Catalyst Applications Checklist: 

 

 Turnarounds dictated by issues not related to catalytic activity, 
such as pressure drop limitations. 

 Refinery turnaround scheduling. 

 Vessel inspection timing. 

 Equipment problems, such as compressor failure causing premature 
end-of-cycle. 

 HDT Units where silicon contamination from coker liquids or other 
silicon sources leads to premature shutdown due to catalyst 
contamination and fouling. 

 HDT Units where other metal contaminants (eg.: Ni, V, Fe, Pb, Na) cause 
premature shutdown due to catalyst contamination or fouling. 

 Less severe service (eg.: Naphtha Hydrotreating) where a 
regenerated high-activity catalyst (eg.:  Hydrocracker Pretreater) 
can be cascaded to less severe service. 

 Refilling an active bed of material in performing a reactor skim. 

 Short cycle units.  The most prominent examples are units operating 
to make low sulfur diesel which may deactivate quickly due to 
insufficient hydrogen pressure.  In this application, the refiner may 
choose to acquire two batches of catalyst and switch off between 
them with regeneration of the catalyst between cycles. 

 Expensive catalysts.  Hydrocracking and other licensed specialty 
hydrotreating catalysts may cost well upwards of $8-10 per pound.  
In these instances, refiners always pay special attention to the 
regenerability of the catalyst. 

 Cost savings:  in the proper application, performance differences 
between fresh and regenerated catalyst may be undetectable.  
However, substantial savings in catalyst cost may easily reach or 
exceed $200,000 for a typical 100,000 pound reactor load.    
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